
Guyana President Irfaan Ali is pic-

tured receiving the Latin America Wil-

son Centre Award from Benjamin 

Gedan, Director of the Wilson Center’s 

Latin America Program, last weekend 

at an event in Miami. The award is for 

his outstanding leadership in climate 

change action and biodiversity conser-

vation. The award, part of the Wilson 

Center’s Latin America Programme, 

recognises leaders who have made sig-

nificant contributions to regional and 

global advancement, particularly in 

fields such as sustainability, biodiver-

sity, and climate change. Story inside

JET Global Services (Guyana) 

Inc., a Guyana-incorporated company, 

has announced the launch of its char-

tered international flight operations, 

connecting Guyana to Europe, North 

America, and South America, starting 

in July 2025. 

According to a press release, this 

groundbreaking initiative marks a sig-

nificant milestone in positioning 

Guyana as a premier hub for global 

connectivity, driving economic 

growth, and enhancing travel opportu-

nities for citizens and visitors alike. 

In partnership with GullivAir, 

headquartered in Sofia, Bulgaria, and 

Luna Jets in Paris, France, Jet Global 

Services is set to redefine air travel in 

Guyana. 

GullivAir’s state-of-the-art Air-

bus A330-200 aircraft offers 269 seats 

across business, premium, and econ-

omy classes, ensuring a travel experi-

ence defined by comfort and elegance. 

Each traveller will enjoy the con-

venience of two 23-kg check-in suit-

cases and eight-kg hand luggage, with 

additional capacity for cargo move-

ment, catering to both leisure and 

business needs. 

GullivAir is in the final stages of 

receiving all the requisite approvals 

from the Guyana Civil Aviation Au-

thority, which is anticipated to be 

within weeks. 

Flights will be to and from the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport, fa-

cilitating direct, non-stop flights to 

key international destinations, includ-

ing the Georghetown - Toronto route 

twice a week. 

The airline will also service the 

Georgetown - New York route, as well 

as many others in the Caribbean and 

South America. 

As Guyana becomes a significant 

player in the global oil market, the de-

mand for a reliable, affordable interna-

tional airline has never been more 

pressing. Jet Global Services and its 

partners are fully committed to meet-

ing this demand, connecting Guyana 

with the world while propelling 

Guyana’s economy. 

“Passengers can anticipate unpar-

alleled travel benefits that redefine air 

travel. Our dedication to exceptional 

customer service guarantees [that] 

every journey is comfortable and en-

joyable,” the airline said.
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Hastings Main Road 

Highway 7 

Christ Church 

Barbados WI 

+1 (246) 228-0704

For the most delicious local and 

international cuisine and signature 

cocktails in Barbados.  

Join us for an exceptional time 

when you visit our beautiful island
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President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali extended 
warm congratulations 
to Barbados on its 
58th Independence 
A n n i v e r s a r y , 
highlighting the 
enduring friendship 
and shared aspirations 
between Guyana and 
Barbados.

“On behalf of the 
Government and 
people of Guyana, 
I extend heartfelt 
congratulations and 
best wishes to the 
Government and 
people of Barbados. 
This occasion marks 
a proud moment 

President Dr. Irfaan 
Ali has been awarded 
the prestigious Wilson 
Award for Public Service 
by the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center 
for Scholars. Presented 
during a gala at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in Miami, 
Florida, on December 
5, 2024, the award 
recognises leaders whose 

improved the quality of 
life in Latin America and 
beyond.

This recognition 
highlights President 
Ali’s commitment 
to environmental 
s t e w a r d s h i p 
and sustainable 
development. Under 
his leadership, Guyana 
has become a model for 
balancing environmental 
conservation with 

in your nation’s 

the resilience, unity, 
and progress of the 
Barbadian people,” 
President Ali shared in a 
Facebook post.

The celebrations 
also commemorated two 
additional milestones: 
the third anniversary 
of Barbados’ transition 
to a republic and the 
centenary of Shirley 
Chisholm’s birth. 
President Ali joined 
Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley of Barbados, 
Prime Minister Dr. Keith 
Rowley of Trinidad and 
Tobago, and Minister 

economic growth. The 
nation’s vast rainforests 
play a crucial role 
in global climate 
change mitigation 
and biodiversity 
preservation.

In his acceptance 
speech, President Ali 
expressed gratitude to 
the Wilson Center for its 
dedication to promoting 
democracy, justice, 

policy. He underscored 
Guyana’s progress 
with the Low Carbon 
Development Strategy 
(LCDS) 2030, which 
aims to create a global 
model for leveraging 
tropical forests in the 

change and biodiversity 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . 
“The LCDS re-
energizes Guyana’s 

Camillo Gonsalves of 
Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines to engage 
with bipartisan members 
of the U.S. Congress.

Key discussions 
focused on maintaining 
the Caribbean as a Zone 
of Peace, advocating for 
concessional funding 
mechanisms based on 
vulnerability rather 
than GDP per capita 
to address the region’s 
unique challenges, and 
exploring opportunities 
for investment, enhanced 
market access, and near-
shoring initiatives to 
drive inclusive growth 
and resilience.

c o m m i t m e n t 
to sustainable 
development. It 
creates a global model 
for recognizing 
the essential role 
of tropical forests 

climate change 
and biodiversity 
conservation,” he 
said.

The President 
also emphasised 
the importance of 
global cooperation, 
acknowledging the 
complexity of the current 
global environment. 
“We must work 
across many areas—
climate security, food 
security, and energy 

right balance, we 
need everyone at 
the table. We cannot 

“We are 
c o m m i t t e d 
to fostering 
partnerships that 
uplift all our citizens 
as we work toward a 
more prosperous and 
united Caribbean,” 

lock out petroleum 
companies if we are 
to achieve balanced 
growth,” he noted.

President Ali called 
for a collaborative 
approach to sustainable 
development, stressing 
the need for a balance 
between economics, 
science, and ecology. 
“We cannot allow 
emotions to drive our 
actions. There must 
be a match between 
economics, science, 
and ecology to achieve 
sustainability. All 
players must be part 
of the conversation,” 
he said.

This recognition 
adds to President Ali’s 
growing list of accolades, 
including the Caribbean 
Global Leader Award 
and the Global Africa 

The events 
provided a platform for 
Caribbean leaders to 
deepen collaboration 
and advocate for the 
collective interests of 
the region. President 

Leadership Award. 
Guyana’s leadership 
in environmental 
conservation continues 
to grow, with initiatives 
like the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
and partnerships with 
renowned institutions 
like Harvard and 
Oxford universities. As 
President Ali’s receipt 
of the Wilson Award 
demonstrates, Guyana 

as a global leader in 
addressing climate 
change and protecting 
biodiversity.

Ali’s active participation 
underscored Guyana’s 
leadership role in 
advancing regional unity 
and addressing shared 
challenges.

The regional leaders  engaged in productive discussions with bipartisan members of 
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On the evening 
of December 4, 2024, 
President Dr. Irfaan 
Ali connected with the 

Guyanese Diaspora in 
Miami, Florida, fostering 
stronger ties with 
citizens living abroad. 

The gathering featured 
dynamic discussions 
on Guyana's current 
development and its 
promising future, with 
attendees expressing 
excitement and 
optimism for the nation's 
continued progress.

During his address, 
President Ali highlighted 
key achievements and 
ongoing government 
initiatives, focusing 
on economic 
growth, healthcare 
a d v a n c e m e n t s , 
and infrastructure 

development. He also 
underscored the vital 
role of the Diaspora in 
contributing to Guyana's 
success and called for 
ongoing collaboration 

to build a prosperous 
future for all Guyanese.

The event served as 
a valuable platform for 
the Diaspora to exchange 
ideas and share their 

hopes for the future, 
further strengthening 
the bond between 
Guyana and its global 
community.

PRESIDENT ALI ENGAGES WITH 

GUYANESE DIASPORA IN MIAMI

Ali engaging with the 
Guyanese Diaspora

Diaspora

Diaspora

President Ali addressing 
the Gala
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Minister of 

and Governance, Gail 
Teixeira, MP, was 
recently awarded 
the prestigious 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award. The award 
recognises her over 
30 years of dedicated 
service as a Member of 
Parliament in Guyana.

Minister Teixeira 
expressed gratitude for 
the nomination and the 

opportunity to serve 
the people of Guyana. 
She urged younger 
parliamentarians to 
prioritise public service 
and work diligently for 
the betterment of the 
nation.

Throughout her 
career, Minister Teixeira 
has held various 
ministerial portfolios, 
including Health, Home 

and Sport, and now 

and Governance. She 

has also served as a 
Presidential Advisor on 
Governance.

To qualify for 
the Commonwealth 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award, a nominee 
must have served as 
a parliamentarian 
for over 20 years, 

contributions to their 
parliament and country, 
promoted democracy 
and good governance, 
and achieved notable 

positive change. 
Minister Teixeira's long 
and distinguished career 
clearly meets these 
criteria.
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The National 
Assembly approved 
$84.5 billion in 
supplementary funding 

to accelerate major 
government initiatives. 
This funding, detailed 
in Financial Papers 
3 and 4 for 2024, 
supports programmes 
ranging from cash 
grants to transformative 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
projects, signalling 
the government’s 
commitment to 
advancing development 
goals. Senior Minister in 

with Responsibility for 
Finance and the Public 
Service, Dr. Ashni Singh, 
piloted this initiative.

$100,000 CASH 
GRANT INITIATIVE

portion, $30.5 billion, 
is earmarked for 
the $100,000 cash 
grant initiative. This 
programme, set to inject 
$60 billion into the 
economy, will roll out in 
two phases: registration 
at designated centers 

to prevent duplication. 

GAS-TO-ENERGY 
OJECT

The Gas-to-Energy 
project received $25.3 
billion to reduce 

electricity costs by 
50% and meet growing 
energy demands. 
Supporting allocations 
include $51 million for 
Mahdia Power and Light 
operations and $9.2 
million for disaster 

preparedness initiatives.

HOUSING AND WATER 
DEVELOPMENT

A total of $8.4 
billion was approved 
to improve housing and 
water infrastructure. 
Key allocations include 
$6.5 billion for road 
expansion in new housing 
areas, $653 million for 
electrical installations, 
and $240 million to 
construct 14 small water 
treatment plants across 
Regions Four, Five, and 
Six. Additional funds 
for potable wells in 
communities such as 
Mon Repos, Parika, and 
Bartica.

HEALTHCARE 
EXPANSION

H e a l t h c a r e 
initiatives received $4.5 
billion to continue 
building six regional 
hospitals in Lima, De 
Kendren, Diamond, 
Enmore, Bath, and No. 
75 Village. Additional 
funds support new 
hospital projects in 
Lethem, Moruca, 

and Kato, and $3.6 
billion was allocated 
for essential drugs and 
medical supplies.

BOOSTING 
AGRICULTURE 

The agricultural 
sector was allocated 
$5.5 billion for 
drainage, irrigation, 
farm-to-market road 

EDUCATION 
INVESTMENTS

Education received 
$1.2 billion, including 
funds to abolish tuition 
fees at the University of 
Guyana starting January 
2025. This measure 
is part of President 
Ali’s commitment to 
improving access to 
higher education for all 
Guyanese.

ADDRESSING 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS

An additional 
$456.9 million 
was approved for 
contingency funding 
to meet immediate 
needs across various 
ministries, including 
increased security 
services for educational 
and health facilities.

HUMANITARIAN AID
G u y a n a ’ s 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 
contributions also 
received a boost, with 
$123 million allocated 
to assist CARICOM 

natural disasters and 
social challenges. This 
includes aid for Haiti and 
small island developing 
states (SIDS) impacted 

by Hurricane Beryl.

NEW LAW SIMPLIFIES 
ACCESS TO 

DECEASED’S FUNDS 

The National 
Assembly also 
passed amendments 
to the Deceased 
Persons Estate 
Administration Act, 

burden on grieving 
families.

The amendment 
expands the types 
of institutions from 

can withdraw funds 
without the need for 
lengthy legal procedures. 

could only withdraw a 
limited amount from 
bank accounts without 
probate or letters of 
administration. Now, 
they can access funds 
from a wider range of 
institutions, including 
credit unions, co-
operative societies, and 
the National Insurance 
Scheme.

“This bill 
comes from the 
grassroots of all of 
our immediate and 
direct engagements 
with people,” 
Attorney General 
and Minister of Legal 

SC, explained. “In 
situations where the 
death is unexpected, 
especially when the 

other person is in a 
vulnerable situation, 
they must be able to 
have access to the 
means to support 
themselves.”

Landmark Open 
Data Bill Passed

The Open Data 
Bill, hailed as a 
transformative step 
toward transparency and 
digital innovation, was 

also passed.
“This legislation 

will attract 
investment and 
empower citizens to 
participate fully in 
the digital economy,” 
said Prime Minister 
Mark Phillips.

The bill mandates 
public authorities to 
appoint , 
maintain data registries, 
and ensure public 
access to data while 
safeguarding privacy. 

To ensure data 
security and privacy, the 
bill includes stringent 
measures to protect 
sensitive information. 
“This legislation 
aligns with 
international best 
practices, striking 
a balance between 
data accessibility and 
privacy,” the Prime 
Minister noted.

Attorney General 
Nandlall emphasied 

stating, “Open data 
will enable better 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
in sectors like 
agriculture and 
transportation.”
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Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation

Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation

Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation

Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation

Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation

Government 
minister defending 
the supplementary 
allocation



Senior Minister in the Office of 

the President with Responsibility for 

Finance and the Public Service, Dr 

Ashni Singh has highlighted Guyana’s 

significant progress in anti-corruption 

efforts. 

During a panel discussion at the 

Human Rights and Anti-Corruption 

Expo on Monday, Dr Singh pointed to 

the visible transformation underway in 

Guyana, citing new highways and mod-

ern infrastructure. He said that these 

changes are further supported by sub-

stantial institutional changes. 

He underscored the importance of 

establishing a strong constitutional and 

legal framework to enhance trans-

parency and accountability. 

“Guyanese democracy in contem-

porary times is perhaps only about 32 

years old, if you consider that democ-

racy was restored to Guyana in 1992, 

after three decades of dictatorship and 

dictatorial rule, mismanagement of the 

economy and destruction of institutions 

and infrastructure,” the minister said. 

Minister Singh pointed to the 2001 

constitutional amendments that proved 

critical in introducing human rights 

commissions, parliamentary oversight 

committees strengthening the independ-

ence of the Auditor General’s office.  

“We enacted, for the first time, a 

modern central bank legislation, new fi-

nancial institutions act to lay the frame-

work for sound and strong prudential 

regulation and oversight of the financial 

sector. We enacted a new Insurance 

Act. We enacted a new Securities In-

dustry Act, and of course, subsequently, 

we will enact a new anti-money laun-

dering and countering the financing of 

terrorism Act, all of which comprise 

critical elements of the suite of legisla-

tion,” he added. 

The government has also been 

keen on deploying information technol-

ogy solutions to modernise government 

operations and enhance transparency. 

The senior minister also high-

lighted the benefits of bipartisan, con-

sultative approach to institutional 

reform. This was demonstrated in the 

drafting of the 2001 constitution 

through national stakeholder engage-

ment. 

The government also engages 

stakeholders on amendments or the in-

troduction of other critical pieces of 

legislation, such as the Representation 

of the People Act (ROPA) and the Pro-

tection from Harassment Bill. 

Additionally, new laws were en-

acted for procurement, revenue admin-

istration, and financial sector 

regulations, all aimed at enhancing 

transparency and accountability. 

He explained that Guyana’s expe-

rience in rebuilding institutions after a 

difficult period requires a multi-faceted, 

sustained effort, but can ultimately lead 

to significant improvements in gover-

nance and the fight against corruption.
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

Guyana has made significant 
progress in anti-corruption efforts

Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh
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M
ain Street lit up with joy and unity as 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali, alongside the 

First Family, officially opened the One Guyana 

Christmas Village and Supermarket, ushering in 

the 2024 Christmas season. 

The village, adorned with sparkling lights and 

festive decor, welcomed hundreds of Guyanese 

eager to celebrate the holiday season.

This unique Christmas experience features small 

and medium-scale businesses showcasing 

traditional Guyanese Christmas staples, 

from black cake to handcrafted decorations. 

Live performances by local musicians and 

colourful dances added energy to the opening, 

highlighting the cultural richness that defines the 

season.

President Ali described the Christmas Village 

as an icon of peace, love, and unity, promoting 

the values that make the Guyanese Christmas 

so special. He also encouraged reflection and 

prayers for global peace, particularly for women 

and children in war-affected areas.

The President announced plans for a grand Old 

Year’s Night celebration on Main Street, inviting 

all Guyanese to ring in 2025 with unity and 

optimism.

The One Guyana Christmas Village is opened 

daily, and promises a festive experience filled 

with holiday cheer, local traditions, and the warm 

embrace of the Guyanese community.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Peardrax Sparkling
Pear Drinks
300 ml

Lucozade Energy 
Glucose Drink
Orange Only 380 ml 199

each

Tropical Delight
100% Apple Juice
1.89 L

Laurentide Windshield 

Washer -45

3,78 lt

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Grace
Instant Oats
1 kg

Mr Goudas
All Purpose Flour
8 kg

Marshall's Salted
Alaskan Pollock

Boneless 300 g

Choice

Coconut Water
490 ml

Walker's Wood

Jerk Seasoning
assorted 280 g

Excelsior
Cream Crackers
225 g

each each

Clorox
Liquid Bleach
1.27 L 299

each

Mystic Power
Blue Soap
2x125 g

2/220Grace Jack

Mackerel in

Tomato Sauce 425 g

99¢

69¢

Diamond

Coconut Milk

400 ml

Benjamin's

Vanilla Essence
480 ml 349

Grace

Vienna Sausage
assorted 130 g

449
each

2/
$3

Delphi

Honey
1 kg 599

each

Jamaican Pride
Ackee
540 ml 699

each

249
each

229
each

Supligen Instant 

Breakfast Beverage
250 ml 2/

$3

2/
$3

2/
$5

each

each

3/799

79¢
each 449

899
each

Dial

Hand Soap
Assorted 385 g

$1
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Specials in Effect Thu. Dec. 12th
until Wed. Dec.18, 2024

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

lb as is

Fresh 
Lane Snapper

$799 $799
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Oxtail

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Under New Management

lb
$599

Double Smoked
Turkey Legs
(Drumsticks)

Salted
Beef Short Ribs

$499
lb

$449
lb

Fresh Cho Cho

Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

lb as is
$799

$299
lb

Burned 
Beef Feet

Fresh Large Eddoes

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb 

$799
lb as is

Fresh Florida 
Red Snappers

229
lb149

lb

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$699
lb

Extra Large
Salted Cod Fish

129
lb

resh Cooking
ananas

Fresh Jamaican
Yellow Yams

499
lb

$699
lb as is

Fresh
Parrot Fish

Jamaica’s Choice
Double Smoked
Xmas Picnic Ham

Fresh Flamingo 
Chicken Leg 

Quarters

4799
With Purchase of 2 cases or

More Thursday To Sunday Only

Frozen Fu Yang
oked Peeled Shrimps

40-50 500 g

1199
each
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Region Nine is 
set to transform its 
educational landscape 
with the construction of 
three secondary schools 
in Marurunau, Nappi, 

quality education and 
enhanced opportunities 
to over 700 students from 
multiple communities.

A $175.5 million 
secondary school 
in Marurunau will 
serve approximately 
400 students from 
that community, 
Awarewaunau, and 

Shea. The facility, which 
includes dormitories 
for students from 
Awarewaunau and 
Shea, is scheduled for 
completion by June 
2025.

At the sod-
turning ceremony, 
Minister of Education 
Priya Manickchand 
emphasised the 
importance of the 
project. “This school 
will cater to about 
400 children, and it 
is already attracting 
interest from 

students in Rupunau 
who prefer to attend 
here rather than 
Sand Creek. This 
demonstrates the 
growing demand for 
quality education 
closer to home,” she 
noted.

The Marurunau 
school is being 
constructed by three 
contractors to ensure 
timely delivery, and 
teacher training 
remains a priority. 
“By next year, 100% 
of our teachers in 
Region Nine will 
be fully trained 
or in training, the 
highest percentage 
ever achieved here,” 
Minister Manickchand 
said.

In Nappi, the 
$215 million George 
Tancredo Secondary 
School is under 

over 300 students 
from Nappi, Hiawa, 
and Parishara. Local 
contractor Beerdat 
Harrinandan is leading 
the project, which is 
expected to be completed 
within nine months.

“This school 
will allow us to 
phase out primary 
tops, ensuring 
students access 
proper secondary 
facilities,” Minister 
Manickchand stated. 
The project is creating 
jobs by employing 

local labour and using 
furniture crafted in 
Nappi, boosting the 
community’s economy.

Toshao Elroy 
McGarrell expressed 
gratitude, recalling 
the vision of George 

Tancredo. “He dreamt 
of this for a long 
time. It’s a blessing to 
realise his vision and 
provide our children 
with a space to learn 
and grow,” McGarrell 
shared.

In Yupukari, 
a $22.5 million 

secondary school 
is under construction 
to accommodate 60 
students from Yupukari, 
Fly Hill, Kaicumbay, and 
Quatata. This facility will 
alleviate overcrowding at 
St. Ignatius Secondary 
School and reduce travel 
distances for students.

Toshao Russian 
Dorrick praised the 
initiative, highlighting 
its timely impact. 
“We are moving 
forward, and I thank 
the Government 
of Guyana for 
p r i o r i t i s i n g 
education,” he stated.

Beyond these 
schools, the government 
is constructing 12 
nursery schools, seven 
primary schools, and 
seven secondary schools 
across Region Nine, 
including facilities in 
Tabatinga, Karasabai, 
Massara, and Katoka.

������������	���
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The government’s 
commitment to 
improving education 
access and quality across 
Guyana continues with 
the commissioning of 
three state-of-the-art 
schools in Regions Three 
and Nine, positively 
impacting students in 
remote communities.

In Region Three, 
the $54 million 
Western Hogg Island 
Primary School was 

on November 30, 2024. 
This modern facility 
replaces a deteriorating 

well-equipped learning 
environment for 50 

Vice President Dr. 
Bharrat Jagdeo has 
called on graduates of 
Nations Incorporated 
to understand Guyana’s 
economic history and 
evolving opportunities as 
they enter the workforce. 

Addressing over 
300 graduates at the 
National Cultural Centre, 
he emphasised the 
importance of contextual 
thinking in making 
informed decisions and 
contributing to national 
development.

students from Liberty 
and Hogg Island. 
During the construction 
phase, students were 
accommodated in nearby 
government buildings 
to ensure uninterrupted 
learning.

Guyana’s transformation 
from a period of 
economic instability 
to becoming one of 
the world’s fastest-
growing economies, 
Dr. Jagdeo noted that 
young professionals 
are fortunate to begin 
their careers in such a 

“You would want 
to know where our 
country is evolving 

that context,” he said.

by four dedicated 
teachers, including a 
recent graduate of the 
Cyril Potter College 
of Education (CPCE). 
An additional teacher 
is currently pursuing 
training at CPCE to 
further enhance the 

The Vice President 
also urged the graduates 
to foster empathy, 
patriotism, and a long-

school’s teaching 
capacity.

In Region Nine, the 
Ministry of Education 
inaugurated two 
schools—Moco Moco 
Nursery School 
and Quiko Primary 
School—representing a 
combined investment of 
$26.4 million.

The $13.8 million 
Moco Moco Nursery 
School features 
modern classrooms, age-
appropriate furniture, 
and a playground, 
fostering an environment 
conducive to early 
childhood development.

The $12.6 million 
Quiko Primary 

term vision in their 
careers, highlighting 
those facts—not 
hearsay or social media 

School
classrooms, modern 
teaching resources, and 
recreational spaces, 

learning opportunities 
for students in Quiko 
and nearby villages.

Both schools address 
critical challenges, such 
as long commutes and 
overcrowding, allowing 
students to focus on 
their education in safe, 
purpose-built facilities.

narratives—are crucial 
to solving societal 
challenges.

Minister within the 
Ministry of Housing and 
Water, Susan Rodrigues, 
echoed these sentiments, 
encouraging women to 
“take their seats at 
the table of change” 
and actively shape the 
nation’s future.

The graduating 
cohort, which included 
recipients of diplomas, 
bachelor’s, and master’s 
degrees, completed 

These projects are 
part of the Ministry of 
Education’s broader 
initiative to bridge 
educational disparities, 
particularly in hinterland 
regions. By investing 
in infrastructure and 
teacher training, the 
government is ensuring 
every child has the 
opportunity to succeed, 
regardless of geographic 
location.

such as business 
administration, public 
health, and oil and gas 
management. They are 

like the University 
of London and The 
Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport.

Dr. Jagdeo also 
presented special 
awards to outstanding 
students, reinforcing his 
message of purpose and 
excellence.

NEW PRIMARY SCHOOLS NEW PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

OPEN IN REGIONS 3 AND 9OPEN IN REGIONS 3 AND 9
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villages on the island
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali 

has been honoured with the prestigious 

Wilson Award from the Latin America 

Wilson Centre for his outstanding lead-

ership in climate change action and 

biodiversity conservation. 

The award was presented during a 

Gala and Dinner held in Miami, at-

tended by several world leaders. The 

award, part of the Wilson Center’s 

Latin America Programme, recognises 

leaders who have made significant con-

tributions to regional and global ad-

vancement, particularly in fields such 

as sustainability, biodiversity, and cli-

mate change. 

President Ali received the award 

from Benjamin Gedan, the Director of 

the Wilson Center’s Latin America Pro-

gram. 

In a keynote address, President Ali 

emphasised Guyana’s exceptional role 

in preserving its vast forests and biodi-

versity—two critical ecosystem serv-

ices. 

He underscored the importance of 

a global economic model that values 

and sustains these vital assets, high-

lighting Guyana as home to one of the 

world’s highest concentrations of bio-

diversity. 

This achievement is particularly 

significant given that 60 per cent of 

global biodiversity has already been 

lost. 

“As much as we have been able to 

keep this intact, as well as the forests, 

we also recognisse the fact there must 

be an economic model to support the 

biodiversity and the standing forests 

that we are keeping alive. 

…that global model must be able 

to put a value on these important global 

assets, and a proper pricing and market 

mechanism must be developed to value 

these assets. Otherwise, we will not be 

doing this in a sustainable way,” he un-

derlined. 

This focus is integral to countries 

like Guyana, as they are mandated to 

address the economic and social needs 

of its population, where over 80 per 

cent live below sea level. 

Recognising this, Guyana along 

with like-minded countries have been 

extensively advocating for the estab-

lishment of a fair mechanism to value 

environmental services. 

In line with this vision, President 

Ali highlighted Guyana’s Low Carbon 

Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030 as 

a global model, balancing economic 

growth with environmental preserva-

tion.  

Under this strategy, Guyana 

achieved several, including the is-

suance of the world’s first jurisdic-

tional carbon credit under the 

Architecture for REDD+ Transactions 

(ART) mechanism in 2022. This led to 

the historic sale of US$7450 million in 

carbon credits, with 15 per cent of 

these funds directly allocated to the de-

velopment of indigenous communities. 

Furthermore, according to the 

president, Guyana’s progress also in-

cludes expanding its timber industry, 

advancing mineral mapping for sus-

tainable mining, and transitioning to-

wards renewable energy. 

“This will allow miners to con-

tinue their business sustainably and 

open up possibilities for exploration of 

critical minerals, including lithium, 

which is becoming increasingly impor-

tant to the global economy,” President 

Ali underscored. 

He also stressed the need for lead-

ers to unite and craft common policies 

to address global climate challenges, 

underscoring the need for shared vision 

and collaboration. 

President Ali receives prestigious 
Latin America Wilson Centre Award

President Ali being congratulated on his award at the event in Miami
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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Guyana has taken 
centre stage in the 
world of cricket with the 
inaugural ExxonMobil 
Global Super League 
(GSL), launched on 
November 26, 2024, at 
the Guyana National 
Stadium in Providence. 
This groundbreaking 
tournament, declared 
open by President Ali, is 
more than a celebration 
of cricket—it is a 
statement of Guyana’s 
emergence as a premier 
destination for sports 
tourism.

P r e s i d e n t 
Ali described the 
tournament as a historic 
moment for the nation, 
blending the passion of 
cricket with the richness 
of Guyanese culture. 
“This is the beginning 

President Dr. 

his government’s 
unwavering commitment 
to advancing chess 
in Guyana during the 
closing ceremony of 
the President’s Cup 
Independence Day Chess 
Tournament, held at the 
State House.

In his remarks, 
President Ali emphasised 
the importance of 
making chess accessible 
to communities across 
the country. “We want 
to see chess played 
on the streets, on the 
avenue; played in 
Region Two, played 
in Region Six, played 
in Region Nine; 

of something 
remarkable,” he 
declared, encouraging 
players to showcase their 
talent while immersing 
themselves in Guyana’s 
unique heritage.

The GSL features 

Guyana Amazon 
Warriors, Rangpur 
Riders (Bangladesh), 
Lahore Qalandars 
(Pakistan), Victoria 
(Australia), and 
Hampshire Hawks 
(United Kingdom). 
These teams are battling 
it out in 11 high-stake 
matches in a round-robin 
format, with the top two 

December 6, 2024. The 
winner will take home a 
$1 million prize.

Beyond the 

Region One, Region 
10. We want all of you 
to be ambassadors 
of chess and help us 
take this out to all the 
regions,” he stated.

To facilitate the 

the GSL underscores 
Guyana’s growing 
prominence in the 
cricketing world. The 
tournament is boosting 
sports tourism, drawing 
fans and visitors 
from across the globe 
while showcasing 
Guyana’s ability to host 
international events 
of this scale. The live 
broadcasts are putting 
the nation in the 
spotlight, providing long-

businesses, hospitality, 
and infrastructure.

The GSL also fosters 
cultural exchange, with 
fans from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Australia, 

growth of the sport, 
President Ali announced 
plans to collaborate 
with the Guyana Chess 
Federation to construct 
a dedicated facility—a 
“home for chess.” This 

and the United Kingdom 
converging in Guyana. 
This global presence 
not only strengthens 
Guyana’s cricketing 

building will serve as 
a central hub for chess 
activities, providing 
a space for training, 
tournaments, and 
community engagement.

President Ali also 
pledged continued 
government support for 
the federation’s calendar 
of activities, including the 
prestigious CARICOM 
chess tournament. To 
further promote the 
sport, the government 
will provide 500 chess 
boards to players across 
the country, with the 
potential to expand this 
initiative to an additional 
500 boards if demand 
increases.

The President’s 

legacy but also inspires 
the next generation of 
players and enthusiasts.

The ExxonMobil 
Global Super League has 

remarks underscored the 
broader vision of using 
chess to inspire critical 
thinking, discipline, and 
strategic skills among 
Guyanese, particularly 
youth. This nationwide 

step toward making 
chess a prominent and 
inclusive activity across 
all regions of Guyana.

The President’s 
Cup Independence Day 
Chess Tournament, 
which brought together 
players of all ages, 

popularity of chess in 
the country. With strong 
governmental backing, 
the sport is poised for 
unprecedented growth 

cemented its status as 
a transformative event 
for Guyana, blending 
cricket, culture, and 
economic opportunity 
in a way that promises 
enduring impact.

and success in the 
coming years.
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President Ali handing 
over a trophy to one of 
the tournament winners
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